It benefits the environment by recycling organic resources while • conserving landfill space.
It reduces the need for commercial soil conditioners and fertilizers. 
Ways to Use Compost
Different composts have different properties, and vary in their suitability for various uses. Compost can be used as mulch, topdressing, soil amendment, or as an organic fertilizer.
Mix it into flower bed and vegetable garden planting areas to improve soil properties. Before planting, mix a • 3-to 4-inch layer of compost into newly reclaimed or poor soils. Mix a 1 ⁄ 2 -to 3-inch layer of compost into annual garden beds at least once a year. Do not plant trees in small holes filled with compost, as this could cause root restriction. (For equivalents between U.S. and metric systems of measurement, a conversion Note that adding manure to compost piles from any animal should be avoided because there is a potential risk of disease-producing bacterial contamination that may be harmful to humans. Commercial composting operations effectively control pathogens. Backyard piles may not, however, because they are smaller and may not maintain sufficient heat.
Compost is generated when organic matter is consumed and decomposed by microorganisms under favorable environmental conditions. Key management factors for the compost process include maintaining a good nutrient balance, correct moisture content and temperatures, and adequate aeration. Composting is a managed process for accelerating the decomposition of organic matter while improving its characteristics.
The majority of compost formation should occur when temperatures range from 100° to 150°F (38° to 66°C). At these temperatures the rate of organic matter decomposition is maximized and indicator species of pathogens are reduced to nondetectable levels. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has found that decomposing organic Spread a 1-to 4-inch layer of coarse compost • around flowers, shrubs, trees, and vegetables as a mulch. Composts with larger particle size are generally better for mulches.
Apply and maintain a 3-inch layer of coarse • compost around trees and shrubs, keeping it at least a foot away from tree trunks.
Top-dress your lawn by evenly spreading a • 1 ⁄ 8 -to 1 ⁄ 2 -inch layer of compost over established grass (high end only for cool-season species such as tall fescue that are not mowed as short as warm-season grasses).
Use compost in potting mixes for indoor and • outdoor plants. Sprinkle a thin layer of compost around houseplants. Make a potting soil by mixing one part compost with one part sand, one part ground bark, and one part peat moss.
If you don't have a garden •
use compost with house plants, give it to a friend, or donate it to a community garden.
How to Compost
Several methods of composting can be used. Talk with your local Master Gardener to learn which method will work best for the time, energy, • and materials you have to devote to the process which method will give you the amount of • compost you need and in the time you need it the details for successfully using the method that • best suits you and your gardening needs No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the written permission of the publisher and the authors.
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